
 

 

22 August 2018 

 
BC Housing 
Suite 1701-4555 Kingsway 
Burnaby BC V5H 4V8 
 

Re: Letter of Support – Cortes Island Seniors Society (CISS) 

We are writing on behalf of the Strathcona Community Health Network (SCHN) to support the application of 

Cortes Island Seniors Society (CISS) for the BC Housing Community Housing Fund (RFP# 1070-1819/016) for new 

rental housing units. 

The SCHN is a network that seeks to address the social determinants of health in the Strathcona region. One of 

our main focusses this year has been a Regional Housing Needs Assessment, which was completed in mid-2018. 

The report identified housing need throughout the Strathcona region, located in the mid-north of Vancouver 

Island and includes Cortes Island. The findings of the report as it related to Cortes Island were particularly 

concerning. The report found: 

• significant affordability gaps for all family types with 29% of households spending 30% or more of their 

income on shelter costs, the highest proportion in the region 

• couples with children face significant affordability gaps ($515 monthly affordability gap based 

on median income)   

• lone parents face significant affordability gaps ($813 monthly affordability gap based on median 

income) 

• individuals not in economic families face significant affordability gaps ($1,028 monthly 

affordability gap based on median income) 

• 16% of households on Cortes do not earn the required income for median shelter costs 

• a very high proportion of both children and adults over 65 years of age compared to 

other communities in the region 

• very low median income for couples with children 



 

• very limited housing options, with 90% of housing stock single-detached dwellings 

• limited availability of long-term rentals due to summer vacation rentals 

• a lack of options for seniors looking to downsize or sell their homes but remain in the community as 

they age 

These statistics provide evidence of a clear need for diversified housing stock and more stable, long-term and 

affordable housing on Cortes for all family types including seniors, couples with children, lone parents, and 

individuals not in economic families. 

The two proposed projects – 4 cottage expansion to the existing Seniors Village and 20 new units for all ages on 

new land adjacent to Seniors Village – are important projects that would start to address these needs. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact one or both of us. Alternatively, you can contact the 

SCHN Coordinator, Libby King at lking@srd.ca or on 778-348-0762. 

Sincerely, 

 

Nick Chowdhury    Noba Anderson 

Co-Chair     Co-Chair 


